Need to know!

News of the people, parishes, and places of the Diocese of

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Easter Message by Bishop Councell

If you were God and you wanted to change the
world, how would you begin? A huge spectadie?
great sound? A brain signal?

How about one word? A single word, spoken quietly
and softly, at dawn, ia graveyard, in a remote
corner of the Roman Empire? And let that word not
be some secret code that contains the clue to solve
the mystery of the universslothing exotic at all,
really. Rather, let it be the name of a heart broken
young woman with a trdaled past who had

followed Jesus all the way to his execution on the
cross. She had come to the tomb to see to his burial
But the tomb was empty.
spoken by a young man so ordinary in his
appearance that she mistook him for thelgaer.
And let her recognize that voice as the voice of
JesusAnd, with thad a single word spoken early in
the morning of the day
Mary was transformed into the first evangelist and
the first apostle. Mary had yet a lot to learne Sfas
still a disciple. Bushe was told by her living Lord,

Savior and fr i ednthlegcenttalo
apostolic tasks.
Wedre not here because

the empty tomb. As many have pointed out, no one
witnessed anything of whaappened in the empty
tomb. That is entirely between God and Jesus. But
Easter began when the g
transformation of the world did not occur in the
tomb, but in the life of a woman who loved Jesus;
and who heard his voice calling eame; and who
recognized him as the living Lord.

Cre> ez,;:?,

She was surprised to hear her name, but as soon as
she heard it, she knew that she was in the presence
of the God who loved her. She knew that, somehow,
Jesus was alive. She only gradually todk.itGod

was not finished with her. But with the sound of her
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Why do we believe the Good News that Christ is

risen? Not because we can prove what happened in
the empty tomb, but because we have seen the
resurrection in the lives of those who love Jesus,
beginning withMary Magdalend the first apostle

and the first evangelist.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

of


mailto:anotte@newjersey.anglican.org

Need to know! First week of April 2008 2

name God began to transform her, to relieve her of Christians could do if they committed themselves to
all fearand to give her grace and courage to tell the mission Ato find someb.
what she had heard and s eaennd |Sohvee ctohuelmi?nddt captur e
Jesus and take him around to prove her story. She n )

Bernar do-BuiltChur ch

could only live her life as an adventure, in love and St
trust, because Jesus said to. After a fire at the end of October 2004 devastated

the church, the people of

I am here because €hard Jesus call my name. | was Bgebrﬂardsville sl%?nt the next thraed a half years
r

on a oquiet dayo with my ity Eortthhtely the Phuftfad insurdd&ndS P & N

?(;OOI autumn Saturda?/ r_nornln? at "f[‘ I_ vent.. received a large sej]tlem nt. ﬁT ordetr to honor both a hat
q \{va T’ tmy dl r Ish q ! _me PN Shlstoriedl réstoration and tho e?noouildinlé; @0913‘& wha

\ivacs; oing. T sa t':igat:;n' ;a; atv0|ce Isfa)llt, project went over the insurance settlement. While

NHeor geinelentanessy got me. T1e the church was being rebuilt, the congregation

loved. | felt led. | knew that | would be sent to do worshipped in their parish hall

things that | couldnot do. AN S

because | would do them and | would not be alone.

woul d be OK,

There is a story about a p@avil Rights African
American commuity in Florida. The story is that
during the time of the elections, the community
would rent a voting machine and go about casting
their ballots. Now they knew that their votes would
not be countedout they voted anyway. When the
white folks became awar# this they wondered
why the black folks went to all that trouble, when

they didnét count. They r i ci
Just practicing. o

That 6s the Church. Thatos

asked why we work so hard to sustain our church

and reach auio the community and the world; why

we struggle so hard to overcome racism and sexism  Trye to the spirit of Easter, the church was ready to

and prejudice and contempt for gay and lesbian begin its new fie Easter morning. The first Sunday
people, when wedre chall esargcegheldi®tReudstorddithurchinas 1@ ¢h 123l

so much of our time and talent and money and March 2008 Easter morning. Bishop Councell will
resources to be the Churethen it seems that we officiate at the reconsecration on Saturday, 10 May
dondt count, that Iittle agpfdpmmha&diniw®e do makes any re
di fference, well then we have to say, @AJust

practicing. 0 Wedre practi

In 1989, Mother Theresa gave a radio interview in
Phoenix. In a private moment off thie,dhe
announcer asked her if there was anything he could ;
do for her. He expected that she might ask for some = |
media help, a contribution, or maybe a list of il ' lw;"" |
potential donors. Instead, Mother Theresa said, E "'n‘:f.‘\f\f.‘
iYes, there is. Find somebcg —n-0 b
and | ove them. o

| have read a lot of parish mission statements, but |
like that one. Can you imagine what a group of
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Around the Diocese items such as clergy shirts and vestments are also
3([SUHVVLRQV RUW RBH: EL W L R @vailable. While unable to mail anything, it wolne
Joint exhibition from dists of HomeFront worth the trip to Wilmington, DE. Contact The Rev.
andPartners in Recovery. View powerful Frederic Guyott, Il at 302281897 or

expressive art from men and women whose lives urbansguash@myexcel.com

have been interrupted by homelessness, addiction, or ~g|ebrate Feast of St. Floriarwith Christ Church,

mental illnessAll proceeds go directly to the artists. Woodbury and the Gloucester CountyeFir Chi e f s 6

Some have chosen to donate their proceeds back to  Agggciation on 4 May 2008. Personnel from over 50

the arts progrant.ocation: Trinity Cathedral, county fire departments are invited. A formal

Trenton.Date: 6 April to 22 May.Hours: Please blessing of the fire trucks begins at 5 pm. The

call 609392-:3805.0pening Reception:Thursday, procession of fire fighters into the church for

10 April, 4-6 pm. Evensong begins at 6 pffor more information,

contactThe Very Rev. Brian K. Burgess at 8885
0190 oroffice@christchurch.woodbury.org .

Check this out!

Episcopal Life one of the main communication tools
of the national Episcopal Church is availabidine.
News links to the wider Anglican Communion are
also provided. To learn more about what is
happening around our country and our world, go to
http://www.ecusa.anglican.org/episcopal li fe.htm

29 March Vestry Day Photos:

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and words by Tim

Rice. Performed by the St. Michael 6s Singers and
Good News Choir. Pdtuck Supper follows.

Location: Auditorium, Grace Church, Haddonfield.

Date: Sunday, 20 April 2008, 4 pm. For more

information, contact 8529-0007.

3+HDOWK\ &KRLFHV +HDOWK\ 5HODWLRQVKLSV
dayfor clergywill include presentations and
discussion of such topics as healthy relationships,
sexuality and healthy choicdsocation: Trinity

Presenter Toni Daniels and Translator Cesar Imbert

Cathedral Trenton Date: Thursday24 April, 10 an Calendar: 2 to 20 April 2008

to 3 pm. Registration: contact Cecilia Alvarez at All meetings are at Diocesan House, unless noted.
calvarez@newijersey.anglican.orgor 609394 Find out more here:

5281 ext. 22. http://newjersey.anglican.org/calendar.html
Retired cleric dismantling library: 600+ books 2 April Committee on Pr&thood, chairs, noo®
available at low cost on all canonical areés Committee on Priesthood, 2 pfrinity Cathedrag
ministry, Episcopal Church history, Anglican studies  Clergy Compensation, 2 pgConvention

and standard theological reference books. Maostly Arrangements, 3 pm

appropriate to those in ordained ministry. Other



